
Public Policy/Legislation Update 14 June 2022

From the NYS Catholic Conference:

The NYS Legislature has adjourned for this Session.

Here are how some of the issues we have been following were decided:

Physician-Assisted Suicide - Did not get a vote in the Health
Committee of either house. The Catholic Conference opposed this
legislation.

Hospice Care: Two bills to increase access to palliative care and
hospice care and to create a public service awareness campaign
passed both houses. The Catholic Conference supported this
legislation.

“Equality Amendment:” This proposed constitutional amendment
would have added additional protections for abortion rights in the state
constitution. The Catholic Conference opposed this amendment. It
was defeated.

“Abortion Sanctuary:” The legislature passed a series of abortion
related measures as a response to the possible reversal of Roe v.
Wade. The bills were all focused on “protecting” women who come
from out of state or doctors who perform abortions on out-of-state
women from liability. The Catholic Conference opposed this legislation.

Roe v. Wade was overturned by the U. S. Supreme
Court on June 24 as a result of its opinion on the Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization case. The Dobbs
decision does not eliminate abortion altogether, rather
it transfers the authority back to the states.

Pro-Life Pregnancy Centers: The legislature passed a bill long opposed
by the Conference that authorizes a “study” of pro-life pregnancy
centers. Gov. Hochul has been asked to veto this bill as it has nothing to
do with her goal of “safeguarding access” to abortion and only serves to
limit alternatives and harass people providing crucial services to women.

Gun Control: The package of bills passed both houses and was signed
into law. They do not go into effect for 90 days! The Catholic Conference
supported the entire package.

On June 23, the US Supreme Court ruled that NY
has been overly restrictive in denying concealed-carry permits by
requiring gun owners to demonstrate “proper cause”
beyond self protection.



Human Composting: Both houses passed this bill which authorizes the
process of composting human remains. The Conference had opposed
this bill.

For other end of session updates, please go to

www.nyscatholic.org Thank you for your advocacy.

From Migration and Refugee Services:

Congress passed the Additional Ukraine Supplemental Appropriations Act
2022 which appropriates $40 billion in funding to support Ukraine and those
impacted by the ongoing conflict. The bill also authorizes Ukrainians granted
humanitarian parole to enter the United States, ie., beneficiaries of Uniting
Ukraine, to receive many of the same services and benefits provided to those
with formal refugee status.
World Refugee Day was June 20, 2022. The world celebrates the
strength and courage of people who have been forced to flee their home
country to escape conflict or persecution.
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